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Senior Thesis: General Requirements

An undergraduate thesis or a comprehensive examination is required by some majors and may be
optional for others. The thesis is a written research project that is chosen in a student’s primary field of
study and is intended to demonstrate ability to do mature work within the field of study. Where a thesis is
required or elected by the student, a committee will be brought together for the defense of the thesis. It
should be composed of the thesis supervisor, a second member from the Area in which the thesis is being
presented, and a third member of the student’s own choosing. The thesis topic must be developed with
the assistance of a thesis advisor. In order to register for the thesis the student must submit a completed
Thesis Proposal Form to the Registrar. A prospectus for the thesis, also submitted to the Registrar, is due
by mid-semester. During the term in which the student is registered for the thesis the Dean and the
Thesis Advisor will confer to monitor progress toward completion. If there is sufficient progress so that the
student can finish by the end of the term, the registration for the thesis may stay active. If there is not
sufficient progress, the thesis will be withdrawn from the student's schedule and the student must re-
register for the thesis the following term. The record in this event will show a “W”. If, for extenuating
reasons, a thesis is left incomplete, the student will become subject to a continuing enroliment fee while
the thesis is being completed.
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